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Wehopethis prospectusgives you flavour of our ethos and beliefsthat underpin our Early

Infants . We believethat every child is unique, theydevelop

their own pace the different  areasof learning.Our role to excitetheir enthusiasm,  

passion and curiosity, extend their interests, stretch their  learning and challengetheir

development.

the fqrzhªj|ô«play,questioningand

promotinggood interactions and relationships with eachother.   

Below is our Little Stars team: 

On behalf of the Staff and Governors, would like to warmly welcome

you into our school community. hope your fqrzhô«time with us will be

happy and rewarding. Our school  welcomingfamily where everyone

nurtured and all achievements big and small are celebrated together.  We are 

so excited about our new venture and the opportunity to work with more  

families and welcome more children.  

We stronglybelievethat the Early Years FoundationStage the building

blocksto fqrzhªj|ô« ]f]hj{rfÕ «~fr]z ]|h j{~®r~|]z education.

nspire and

nurture children the  beginningof their schooljourney.   

Vj f]|ô® µ]r® ®~ {jj® ·~¯ ]zzÕ µjzf~{j ®~ ®qj Vj«®h]zj o]{rz·Ú 

             Emma Estell and Rebecca Lewis  

Co- Headteachers  

Welcome Our Big Stars 

Karen Waplington 

Little Stars Class  

Teacher 

Sarah Grimwade 

Class Teacher 

 

Clarissa Thompson 

Teaching Assistant 

Sarah Burgin  

Wraparound Supervisor 

Paediatric First Aid 

trained 

Tina Potter  

Class Teacher 

Paediatric First Aid 

trained 

Julia Crowder 

Teaching Assistant 



Aboveall, Nursery FUN! Everydaythere are fun things to do,newthings to learn, exploringto

doneandbest of all,friends to share with.  Attending pre-schoolsetting providesyourchildwith

an important introduction the socialworldof interaction, sharing,talking with others andlearning

to playco-operatively. This supportedbythe sensitiveandnurturing input of the staff, who take

time to listen to andtalk with eachchild. 

Yourchildwill have manyexcitingexperienceswhich are designedto support andextend their growing

curiosity. Theywill ableto take part activities which are plannedto develop wide rangeof

skillsandto foster loveof learning. the Nursery,we place great emphasisonthe fqrzhªj|ô«

developingcreativity andsenseof imagination. 

Youngchildrenare natural adventurers andenjoyfindingout about the world they in. In the

Nursery,the childrenare activelyencouragedto exploretheir environment. Wego outsideeveryday

and mostweathers whether we are flying kites, roleplayingonthe wheeledtoys or makingdens. 

      *Weactively promotecreativity andimaginative play,           

 r®ô« q~µ µj zj]ª|Õ ªjqj]ª«j ]|h {]yj «j|«j ~o ~¯ª µ~ªzhÚ 

 

      *Weactively promotehealthy eating and healthy  lifestyle 

 

     *Weactively promoteindependence the setting includingpersonalcareand  

       hygiene. 

*The Nurseryaimsto provide serviceto the localcommunity and families.   

 

*Weencouragethe childrento feel part of their community having visitors, andby  

occasionallytaking part visits to localfacilities andplacesof interest the area. 

 

*Wehighly value our workingpartnership with parents and careers,as  we recognizethis as

beingof major valueandimportance fqrzhô«education. 

 

*Weencourageeachindividualchildto progressthrough the DevelopmentMatters of the EarlyYearsFoundationStage

Curriculum,as set out bythe DfE. 

 

*To meet the requirementsof these we planextensivelyfollowingthe fqrzhªj|ô«interests and  

progression.  Werecordeachfqrzhô«progressthrough observationwhich enables to providemorecloselyfor

the needs ofeach child. Wesupport everychild their development, allowingthem to progress their

ownrate whilst offering plentyof encouragement, investigation, teaching moments, praise and  

opportunity. Activities are childledsosometimesplanschange, staff are flexible to the needs and 

 development of our children.  

 

 

*To provide happy,relaxedandsafe

environmentfor childrenof anyculture and

ability to learnthrough playandstructured

activities.  

 

* Childrenare encouraged example, we teach tocare

for andrespect only themselves, alsoothers and

their environment. 

 

* Weaimto increasetheir personalconfidence, resilience

andself-esteem.Weactively promote and model

positive behavior and celebrate good choices. 

 

*Weaimto developthe concentration,communication

andlisteningskillsof the children,to broadentheir

rangeof experiencesandto deepentheir levelsof

understanding and vocabulary.  

 

*Weaimto developtheir physicalabilities, enjoying 

opportunities where they can run, jump, roll,  

 balance and dance as well as develop  

their fine skills.  

*Our aim is to inspire curiosity, make learning enticing and fun.  

develop that awe and wonder with our world and inspire  

creativity.  

 

*Weactively promote smoothtransition into schoolbyoffering

joint activities and experienceseachterm.    



 

 

Starting Times:  

The nursery openMondayto Friday8.45am- 3.15pm.

Term times correspond

with those of School,includingclosuresfor schoolin-servicetraining days.  In order to protect our lovely 

home clothes,  we advise wearing out Little Stars Nursery Uniform, this links in with out school uniform. Red jumpers 

can be purchased at Just-School Wear with our Little Stars logo on. We would recommend black jogging bottoms or black 

leggings with a red t-shirt. Please note uniform is optional, if you would prefer your child to come in their own clothing 

that is fine, just nothing too precious please. 

 

Registration: 

Children are warmly welcomes to nursery by a member of our team. They are supported and encouraged to hand up their 

coat independently and explore activites in nursery. The Nursery sessionbegins 8.45am. Please try to maintain

rompt timekeepingas a late arrival mayresult yourchildmissinganactivity. It canalsobedistressingfor  childto

arrive or to bepicked later time than the rest of the children. Please report any absence to our office and also

know youwill late collectingyourchild. The telephonenumber 0115 9531606. 

 

Milk & Fruit: 

In order to promote healthy lifestyle andto helpthe children towards eating their five portionsof fruit or  

vegetables eachdaywe have snack times during the day.Duringsnack imethe childrenare offered: choiceof

ilk or water to drink and selectionof fruit.  Although the childrenhave snackduringthe sessionresearch

shownthat childrencanconcentratefor longerdrink they are well hydrated.Therefore,we askyouto bring

water bottle for yourchildto accessthroughout the session.  

 

Suitable Clothing: 

Suitableclothingshouldbeworn, Pleasesupplyyourchildwith the following, all 

labelled with your child's name in a small, washable labelled bag: 

- warm coat or raincoat, to be kept on their peg 

- Wellies when it rains 

-

In order to protect our lovely home clothes, we advise wearing out Little Stars Nursery Uniform, this links in with out 

school uniform. Red jumpers can be purchased at Just -School Wear with our Little Stars logo on. We would recommend 

black jogging  

bottoms or black leggings with a red t-shirt. Please note uniform is optional, if you would prefer your child to come in 

their own clothing that is fine, just nothing too precious please. 

Collection: 

Toensurethe safety of your the NurseryStaff someoneelsewill 

collectingyourchildat the endof the session.We passwordsystemfor addedsecurity and

within the enrolmentpackyoucanwrite list of the adults who are authorisedto collect your

child. 

 

Admissions: 

We are registered to take up to 39 children per session.  Children may join the Nursery the term 

after their 3 rd birthday.  We have an Admissions Policy which details the allocation and timings 

regarding nursery places.   

https://primarysite -prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westdale/

UploadedDocument/6b90376f13cb4d48ba956632bbd88c44/little -stars -admission-policy-

2020 -v1.pdf 

 

To apply for a nursery place, please visit our school website and follow the link under our Little 

Stars Nursery page in order to download the application form.    

https://www.westdaleinfants.com/nursery-application-pack/ 

 

Issues or Questions:  

 

Pleaseh~|ô®hesitate to speakto memberof staff youare unsureabout anythingor have 

anyissuesrelating to yourchildthat youwouldliketo discusswith them. youhaveany  

commentsonour provisionor cansuggest anyimprovements,please us know; our aim for

both youandyourchildto enjoyyourtime with us to feel happy, safe and settled.  

 

Settling In:

vitally important that yourchild feels comfortable,safe andsecure Nursery.  To enable 

this when your child starts with us, we plan in some stay and play sessions for you and your 

child.  You can then get to know the staff, and the environment with your child.  If you feel 

that your child needs further support with settling, we can discuss further settling plans. 

Some childrensettle morequicklywith parent or carer presentandsomewhenthey are

absent. Eachchild different, andsoeachsettling arrangement tailored to the needsof

each individualchild. Pleasefeel free to discusssucharrangementswith the Nursery

Teachers alongwith anyconcernsor questionsyoumayhave. Appointmentscan made

moretime is needed.Staff are alsoavailablefor discussionbeforeandafter eachsession,

parent meetings,or other times byarrangement. 

 

Funded Nursery Places:  

 

Yourchildwill qualifyfor the NurseryGrant from the term after their third birthday. This

entitles eachchildto hoursperweek. Youdo haveto doanythingto qualifyéNursery

 

Getting Started...  

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westdale/UploadedDocument/6b90376f13cb4d48ba956632bbd88c44/little-stars-admission-policy-2020-v1.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westdale/UploadedDocument/6b90376f13cb4d48ba956632bbd88c44/little-stars-admission-policy-2020-v1.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westdale/UploadedDocument/6b90376f13cb4d48ba956632bbd88c44/little-stars-admission-policy-2020-v1.pdf
https://www.westdaleinfants.com/nursery-application-pack/


Funded Nursery Places:  

 

Yourchildwill qualify for the NurseryGrant from the term after their third birthday. This

entitles eachchildto hoursperweek. Youdo haveto doanythingto qualifyéNurse-

ry staff will askyouto sign form andthe grant then paiddirectly to the Nursery. 

youchooseto domorethan the hoursentitlement andare not eligiblefor 30 hours you

will be invoicedtermly for the additionalcost. youwork morethan hours week,you

canapplyfor 30 hoursNurseryGrant. This can done goingto the followingwebsite and

followingthe links. 

                      Please check www.childcarechoices.co.uk for further information. 

 

Sick Children: 

 

Pleaserememberthat childrenshould notbebrought ursery they are feeling unwell,or 

aresuffering from virus or infectionof anykind. This not onlyprevents the spreadof

infection to other childrenandstaff, but alsoenablesthem to recovermorequickly. your

childarrives nurseryandit is apparent they are unwell,youmaybeaskedto take them

homeagain.

, staff will contact youandask

that youcollect them. yourfqrzhô«interests that they remain home the peace,

quiet andwarm when they are unwell.There 48 -hour exclusionperiodafter sickness

bug. 

 

 

Special Educational Needs:  

 

Wewelcomeall childrenat our schoolandwill work closelywith youto ensurethat yourfqrzhô« 

time the Nursery as fulfilling andbeneficialas possible.Our provision this area

includes allchildrenwho have particular needswhich requirespecialattention, either for

short periodof time or on morepermanentbasis. This caninclude,for example,an

unexpectedchange behaviour, gifted child, quiet childwho involvingthemselves

our activities, or child with physicaldisability. Observationof childenables to

identify areaswhich we needto focuson. Wewill keepyouinformed everystage whenwe

have concernof anykind.  We have a Special Educational Needs Coordinator in our school,  

Rachel Glover, who can work with staff and parents to access further advice, support or 

involve specialist agencies.  

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment & Development:  

 

Wecarry out regular,simpleobservationswhich provideboth informationrelating to yourfqrzhô« 

progress,andenableusto get to knowtheir individualcharacters to ensurethat we are ableto 

meet their needsboth on personalandeducationallevel. To supplementthis, we take  

photographsandkeepitems of work which buildinto learningjourney.   We have a system of focus 

child observations.  Every week all staff make observations on our focus children for that week.  

I]ªj|®« ]ªj r|´r®jh ®~ «j|h r| ®qjrª ªjozjf®r~|« oª~{ q~{j ®~~Ú  Vj ®qj| ¯§h]®j ·~¯ª fqrzhô«  

§ª~pªj«« ]|h rhj|®ro· |j¶® «®j§« r| zj]ª|r|pÚ   X~¯ª fqrzhô« yj· µ~ªyjª µrzz µªr®j ¯§ ]| j´]z¯]®r~| ]® 

®qj j|h ~o ·~¯ª fqrzhô« o~f¯« µjjy ]|h µrzz r|´r®j ·~¯ r| ®~ «q]ªj ~¯ª ~e«jª´]®r~|« ]|h ]««j««{j|®« 

in their learning journey. 

 

 

Super Stars:  

 

Weencourageparents to complete least Super Stars everyhalf term. Moreare available on

request. Choosesomethingyouare proud that yourchildhasachievedandwe will celebrate at

circletime with the group. The Super Stars certificates are addedto yourfqrzhô«Learning  

Journeyto showtheir continuingdevelopment.It canbe somethingas simpleas trying new food,

getting dressedor beingkind. 

 

 

The Learning Environment : 

 

Activities, which are availableto the childrenwithin the Nurseryon dailybasis,are all carefully

plannedbythe staff, andare designedto teach yourchild rangeof skills. The room designedto

promoteindependence, communication, interaction and

Sand,

water andplaydoughare availableeverysessionas well as craft activities, role-playand

construction.Eachhalf term youwill receive newsletter which details anyother themes or areas

we maybe focusingon,dates for yourdiary andother information.   We also send out a weekly 

update so that we can share learning that is coming up for the next week.  

 

Toilet training : 

 

We realise that some children starting with us may not be fully toilet trained.  If your child is in 

pull ups or nappies, we would ask that you complete an intimate care plan with us to enable us to 

z~~y ]o®jª ·~¯ª fqrzhô« |jjh« o¯zz·Ú  Vj h~ q]´j ] fq]|pr|p «®]®r~| µqjªj µj f]| ®]yj f]ªj ~o ·~¯ª 

fqrzhô« r|®r{]®j |jjh«Ú  Vj j|f~¯ª]pj fqrzhªj| ®~ ej r|hj§j|hj|® µqj| ¯«r|p ®qj ®~rzj®Ú   M®]oo ]ªj 

around to supervise hand washing and encourage good hygiene.   We ask that you send your child in 

with a spare set of clothes just in case of accidents.   We always let you know if we have had to 

change your child during the day.  



 

The Foundation Stage. 

 

The updatedEarlyYearsFoundationStage will come into effect from September 2021and compulsory for all earlyyears

providersfor childrenagedbetween and including nurseries,playgroups,childmindersandreceptionclasses.The documentadvocates

learning through the fqrzhô«explorationandplaywithin the session.  

 

The framework hasfour overarching principles that should shape practice in the early years settings, these are: 

* A UniqueChild  

* PositiveRelationships  

* EnablingEnvironments  

* LearningandDeveloping 

 

There are sevenareasof learning and developmentthat we planandassessto. Thesecreate holistic experiencef or yourchild.  

The sevenareasof learningare: 

* PersonalSocialandEmotionalDevelopment 

* CommunicationandLanguage 

* PhysicalDevelopment 

* Literacy 

* Mathematical Development 

* Understanding the World 

* ExpressiveArts andDesign 

 

Ouraim that eachchildwill havetheir individuallearningneedsmet through close observation, in the moment teaching as well as

planningof activities andexperiences all these areas.Webelievethat also addsto the smoothtransition F2 as they can

continueto followthe childindividual progressandinterests as detailed in the EYFS Statutory Framework. Along side this we ensure 

that they 3 characteristics of effective teaching and learning are integral in our planning, practice and environment. 

 

Theseare: 

PlayingandExploring: 
 
- *qrzhªj| r|´j«®rp]®j ]|h j¶§jªrj|fjÕ ]|h ó5]´j ] p~ôÚ 
 

 Creating & Critical Thinking:  
 
- Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter any difficulties.  
- Children enjoy achievements. 
 

Active Learning: 

- Children have & develop their own ideas as well as make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing things. 
 
 

 

 



Our Day... 

8.45am Arrive 

 

Please access through the classroom door in the main school playground., saying goodbye to your child and encourage 

them to come in independently . We have members of staff to meet, greet and support with a big smile! 

Children then have busy time, playing and exploring in the environment. 

 

9.30am free play 

 

At 9.30am we have a quick tidy up and sit on the carpet to say hello to each other.  We walk through the  

timetable of the day and have a group learning time usually based on our story of the week.  Then we get 

busy again exploring and playing both indoors and out.  During this time we have a snack and milk or water at 

our snack table, where we have an opportunity to chat.  Our snack is usually a choice of a piece of fruit.  

 

11.15 Tidy uptime andstory time 

 

Allthe childrenare encouragedto helpwith tidying upÕ r®ô« r{§~ª®]|® ®q]® ®qj fqrzhªj| p]r| ]| ]µ]ªj|j«« ]|h 

pride in our environment and help to keep it tidy.   

Then we all sit down for either a story, number focus learning activity or a listening game or focus. Children 

who access only the morning sessions, leave for home via the Digby Avenue entrance at 11.45am whilst the 

remaining children stay to have their lunch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Time:  

 

We employ midday supervisors to support the children during lunchtime. They help the children with opening  

anything they are struggling with and encouraging children to eat and model good table manners. At the 

moment children are bringing in lunchboxes. We do have a health Food Policy that gives information and advice 

on healthy lunchboxes. We are hoping to start hot school dinners shortly which we be able to offer our  

Nursery children for a small fee.   

Outdoor play 

Suitableclothing requiredaswe aimto gooutsidewhatever the weather. We selectionof

equipmentincludingthe wheeled toys,balls,hoopsandchalks. e have a play house, a small climbing frame and 

lots of building equipment. 

 

Afternoon sessions 

 

The afternoon session continues to be a mix of a focused group activity and time to interact, play and explore both 

indoors and outdoors.    We always finish our day with a time to reflect and a good story. Children are collected via the 

playground entrance at 3.15,pm,  unless they are accessing our Little Stars wraparound provision. These children stay 

and play in the classroom, stopping for a healthy tea time snack until you are ready to collect them.  


