
Vocabulary Progression for Geography  

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork 

F1 Westdale Infant School 
 
Mapperley 

Places  
 
Home 
 
School 
 
Same 
 
Different  
 

Seasons - Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, Winter 
 
Weather - sun, rain, snow, 
wind 
 
Hot, cold 

Map - a drawing of a place 
 
Directions - up, down, 
forwards, backwards,  

F2 England, country  
 
United Kingdom, locate, map 
 
City, Mapperley, Nottingham 
 
Land 
 
Sea 
 

Similar 
 
Different 
 
Local, nearby, neighbourhood 
countryside, river 
 
Country 
 
Antarctica 
 
Kenya 

Season  
 
Spring, Summer   
Autumn, Winter  
 
Weather  
 
Human Features:  
building 
town 
farm 
road 
park 
path 
people 

Map - a drawing of a place 
 
Directions - up, down, left, 
right, straight ahead 
 
Positional language - on, 
under, next to, in 
 
Locate 
 
Find 
 
Symbol 
 
Observe 



Physical features:  
beach  
sea 
desert 
hill 
wood 
countryside 
 

Y1 House number, address, 
street, city (Nottingham), 
town (Mapperley), postcode, 
location 
 
United Kingdom, Great 
Britain, Europe 
 
Countries: England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales 
 
Capital cities: London, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, Belfast 
 
Seas: English Channel, North 
Sea 
 
Coast, mountain, loch, 
population, border, valley, 
city, town 
 

Similarities 
 
Differences 
 
Human features 
 
Physical Features, water, lake, 
mountain, river, house, road, 
bridge 

Sunny, rainy, cloudy, snow, 
low level cloud, fog, mist 
 
Rain showers 
 
Thunderstorms 
 
Heatwaves 
 
Temperature 
 
Freezing 
 
Conditions 
 
Physical features - natural e.g. 
lake, cliff, beach, forest, hill, 
soil, sea 
 
Human features - built by 
people e.g. city, town, village, 
farm, house 

Map - a drawing of a place 
  
Key - information found on a 
map that contains a 
representation of what the 
different symbols means 
 
Globe 
 
Locate 
 
Atlas 
 
Country 
 
Surrounded 
 
Compass - north, south, east, 
west 
 
Direction 
 



 Aerial 
 
Landscape 
 

Y2 North Sea, English Channel, 
Irish Sea, Atlantic, island, 
ocean, sea, port, harbour, 
beach, cliff 
 
Continents: Europe, Asia, 
North America, South 
America, Africa, Antarctica, 
Oceania 
 
Oceans: Pacific Ocean, 
Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, 
Southern Ocean, Arctic Ocean 
 

Similarities 
 
Differences 
 
Physical, human, landmarks, 
coast, vegetation, soil, forest, 
hill, mountain 
  
Equator 
 
North Pole 
 
South Pole 
 
Distance 
 
 

Physical features - natural e.g. 
rivers, coast, mountain, 
ocean, valley, vegetation 
 
Human features - built by 
people e.g. cities, towns, 
villages, factories, offices, 
ports, harbours 
 
Locality - a place and it’s 
surroundings 

Observe - watch closely 
 
Aerial 
 
Perspective 
  
Represent 
 
Map 
 
Key 
  
Symbol, features 
 
North East, South West, South 
East, North West 
 
Natural - comes from nature 
rather than being man-made 
 
Atlas - a bound collection of 
maps 
 
Locate, country, city, 
hemisphere, northern, 
southern 



Oceans, continent, Atlantic, 
Pacific, Southern, Indian, 
Arctic 

 


