
Vocabulary Progression for History  

 Topic specific  Not topic specific  
 Within living 

memory 
Beyond living 

memory  
Live of Significant 

people 
Local history Historical 

enquiry 
Interpretations Chronology  

F1 Mum 
 
Dad 
  
Brother 
 
Sister 
 
Pet 
  
 

 Themselves 
 
Parents 
 
Brother/sister 
 
Emergency 
services - 
paramedic, police 
officer, firefighter 

Home  
 
School  
 
Near 
 
Far 
 

What…?  Day  
 
Now  
 
Next  
 

F2 Parent  
 
Mother 
  
Father 
 
Grandfather 
 
Grandmother 
  
Aunt 
 
Uncle 

 Grandparents 
 
Extended family 
 
People who help 
us around school 
and in the 
community 
 
Emergency 
services  
 

Westdale Infant 
School 
 
Mapperley  
 
Nottingham  
 
England  
  
Their own road 
name/address 
 
 

Who…? 
 
What…? 

I think… 
 
I know… 
 
I can see...  
 
Old  
 
New 
 
Same 
 
Different  

Today   
 
Yesterday 
 
Tomorrow 
 
First  
 
Then  
 
Later 
 
Order 



Cousin 
 
Family 
 
Teachers 
 
Teaching assistant 
 
Dinner ladies 
 
Office staff 
 
Police officer 
 
Fire fighter 
 
Doctor, nurse, 
paramedic 
 
Rocking horse, toy 
solider, marbles, 
Jack in the box, 
pogo stick, tea 
set, dolls house, 
teddy bear, toy 
ship, wooden 
building blocks, 
robot, 
skateboard, 
games console, 

  
 

 
Older 
  
 



plastic building 
blocks (Lego) 
 

Y1 Travel – a journey 
from one place to 
another that can 
be near or far 
 
Transport – the 
way of moving 
from one place to 
another (e.g. 
bikes, buses, 
trains, planes, 
cars) 
 
Moon – a large 
lump of rock that 
orbits around the 
Earth and can 
often be seen at 
night in the sky 
 
Moon landing – a 
famous global 
event where 
people from Earth 
first travelled to 
the moon and 
walked on it 

Natural disasters -
e.g. tornadoes, 
volcano 
eruptions, 
earthquakes, 
severe weather, 
tsunami, or 
flooding 
 
Dinosaurs -
prehistoric 
reptiles  
 
Extinct – the 
disappearance of 
a species because 
the last of them 
have died 
 
Palaeontologist – 
somebody who 
studies the 
history of ancient 
life by looking at 
fossils 
 

The Wright 
Brothers (Orville 
and Wilbur) 
 
Amelia Earhart 
 
Rosa Parks 
 
Ham and Laika 
 
Neil Armstrong  
 
Mary Jackson 
 
Mae Jemison 
 
Mary Anning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gedling   
 
Land use – how 
an area is used 
for a purpose 
 
Changes 
 
Farmland  
 
Colliery – a coal 
mine with a 
building 
attached to it 
 
Coal  
 
Miners – The 
people whose 
job it was to dig 
the coal from 
underground at 
the colliery 
 
Field  
 
Park  

Who…? 
 
What…? 
 
Where…? 
 
When…?  
 

Similar  
 
Different  
 
Difference  
 
…..because….  
 
Compare  
 
Paintings 
 
Textbooks 
 
Drawings/sketches 
 
Photographs 
 
Camera 
 
Objects  
 
Fact  
 
Opinion  
 
Recording 

Present 
 
Past 
  
Future 
  
Days of the 
week 
    
Last week 
 
Next week 
 
Months of 
the year 
 
Year 
 
Timeline 
  
Date order 
 
Sequence  
 
____ years 
ago 
 



 
Space exploration 
– when people or 
machines travel 
into space to 
discover new 
things  
 
Rocket/ space 
shuttle – a vehicle 
used to transport 
into space from 
Earth  
 
Astronaut – a 
human that 
travels into space  
 
Orbit – to travel 
around something 
in a circle. e.g. the 
moon orbits the 
Earth, and the 
Earth orbits the 
sun 
 
Gravity – an 
invisible force that 
pulls an object 
toward each other 

Fossil - the 
remains or traces 
of plants and 
animals that lived 
long ago found 
within rocks 
 
Excavate – the 
careful removal 
of fossils from the 
rock 
 
Lyme Regis   
 
Skeleton – all the 
bones of a body  
 
Ammonite – a 
type of fossil that 
is swirly like a 
snail shell 
 
Coprolite – 
fossilised 
dinosaur poo 
used by 
palaeologists to 
look at the diet of 
a dinosaur 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pathway 
 
Car park  
 
 

 Prehistoric  
 
___million 
years ago 
 
 



  

Y2 Conservationist – 
a person who 
protects things 
found in nature 
 
Injustice - 
unfairness 
 

London – the 
capital city of 
England 
 
Thatched roof – a 
roof of a building 
made from straw  
 
Pudding Lane – 
the origin of the 
1666 fire within a 
bakery 
 
Flammable – 
something easily 
set on fire  
 
Ignite – to set on 
fire 
 
Extinguish – to 
put out a fire  
 
Firebreak 
 
Evacuate – to 
leave a place for 
safety  
 

Thomas Farriner 
 
Samuel Pepys 
 
Eva Hart 
 
Joseph Laroche  
Broadens 
 
Margaret Brown 
 
David 
Attenborough  
 

Fields, cottages, 
roads, railway, 
brickyard, 
asylum, 
population 
increase 

Why…?  
 
How…?  
 
Which…? 
  
I wonder 
if…? 
 
How can I 
find out 
information 
about…? 
 

Artefacts 
 
Evidence  
 
Point of view 
 
Reliable  
 
Primary source 
 
Secondary source 
 
Historian  
 
Eyewitness 
 

Decade 
 
A hundred 
years ago 
 
Hundreds 
of years ago 
  
Century  



Voyage/Maiden 
Voyage – the very 
first journey by a 
brand new ship 
 
Destination – 
where you are 
travelling to 
  
Captain 
/passengers  
 
First/second/third 
class passengers 
 
Atlantic Ocean  
 
Iceberg  
 
Lifeboat  
 
Emergency  
 
Belfast, New York 
 

 


